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Business members tour
Barreto Manufacturing

This winter has seen the construction of
a new headquarters facility for the
Oregon State Police (OSP). This new
facility is a welcomed addition to the
Park. According to Lt. Gordon Larson,
the new building has a total of 10,200 sq.
ft. of floor space, and will have a staff of
20+ people. OSP plans to begin moving
into the building in early February, if
possible.
This headquarters facility covers the
Baker, Enterprise, and La Grande areas
and is what Lt. Larson calls a “state of
the art” facility, with bulletproof glass
and walls protecting the entryway and
reception area. Solid bollards also
protect the entryway from possible
vehicle intrusions. A propane fueled
standby generator provides power to the
building during emergencies.

Greg Barreto explains the equipment made by his company.
(Photo by The Observer)

Local business has worldwide market
On November 7, 2013 all of the local Business Members who provide
financial support to UCEDC were invited on a tour of Barreto
Manufacturing’s facilities at the Airport Industrial Park. About 50 people
attended the event.

The rear of the building has a double
bay vehicle maintenance area, with
overhead gantry crane. A large upfront
conference room has been tailored to
share with other law enforcement
agencies in the area. A second smaller
conference room doubles as a library
and is fully wired for today’s state of the
art electronics. Meat storage for roadkilled animals is provided in a large
walk-in cooler in the rear of the building.

Barreto’s primary products are hydraulically operated trenchers, tillers,
stump grinders, log splitters, and also utility trailers built specifically for
the equipment rental industry. Barreto sells their products throughout the
world, including such far away places as Australia, India, and Brazil.
Greg Barreto did a great job introducing everyone to just what the
products that are manufactured by his company look like in finished form,
and then showing people around three of the buildings that they use for
powder coating (a form of painting), assembling, packaging, and shipping
the various products that Barreto Manufacturing builds here in Union
County. During the tour, Greg answered numerous questions from the
tour group.
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Eastern Oregon Net, Inc.
Present Owners Jeff Crews and
Kelly Mutch were part of the
original seven local individuals
who established Eastern Oregon
Net, Inc. (EONI) in 1996 as a
simple dial-up Internet Service
Provider. The business began
with a shelf full of modems in a
small storage room, with a single
server and a single T-1 (1.5
Mbps) connection to the
Internet. Excellent customer
service and technical support
today remain as first priorities
for this growing business that
now provides a wide range of
technology services, including Internet access, networking consulting and
solutions, a full service computer solutions store, and voice services via its
subsidiary, PriorityONE Telecommunications, Inc.
As the business started up, most computers did not even have basic equipment
to get connected. Customers repeatedly asked to make their computers
Internet capable, and thus the EONI Store and the networking business was
born. Today, the company delivers Internet access via a wide range of delivery
mechanisms, including various DSL technologies, managed Ethernet delivery,
wireless services, T-1 services, and now via fiber-optic cable in select areas.
EONI began offering voice services for business and residential customers in
2001. To do so, they formed PriorityONE Telecommunications, Inc.,
recognized by the Oregon Public Utilities Commission and the Federal
Communications Commission and known in the telecommunications industry
as a CLEC, or competitive local exchange carrier. With PriorityONE, and the
deployment of its own switching equipment, EONI was able to access and
deliver more advanced, more reliable, and more cost effective data and
communications services. EONI interconnects with Frontier Communications
in Union and Wallowa counties and with CenturyLink in Baker County. Very
high-speed data and Internet access, as well as standard POTS (plain old
telephone service) and digital voice solutions, are available.
EONI continues to develop faster and more reliable solutions for its
customers. Phase one of a fiber-optic build-out is nearing completion in
downtown La Grande, and will offer Internet access speeds up to gigabit (1
gigabit equals 1,000 megabits per second), plus digital voice solutions over its
wholly owned network. Subsequent phases are planned to expand the fiberoptic service area.

Urban growth
boundary expanded
On November 13, 2013, the Union
County Board of Commissioners took
final action to approve the expansion of
the City of La Grande’s Urban Growth
Boundary (UGB) out to Pierce Road,
adding over 250 acres of vacant
industrial land to the city and county’s
available land inventory.
Along with this expansion, properties
were moved from county to city zoning,
which may create new development
opportunities. All of the properties
affected by this action continue to
remain within the Union County’s tax
base and were not annexed into the City
of La Grande. This action only changed
the land use (zoning) jurisdiction, which
is now under the City of La Grande
authority. As such, affected properties
may now have access to city public
facilities and services as existing
development expands and new
development is considered.
The next efforts, which are underway,
are focused on the Union County
Airport. During the public hearings held
by the Union County Board of
Commissioners, it was pointed out that
that the master plan for the Union
County Airport and Industrial Park has
become outdated as several of the
projects have been completed and the
conditions in the area have changed,
including the addition of over 200 acres
of industrial land west of Pierce Road.
The Union County Public Works
Director is leading an effort to update
the Airport Master Plan, with La
Grande providing a supporting role.

The retail store offers complete sales and service of computers, accessories,
and printers, printing supplies and networking equipment. Hosting of web
sites, designing and managing business networks and repairing servers round
out the services offered by EONI.
Jeff states that EONI is proud to be a member of UCEDC to help existing
businesses grow and to attract outside businesses to Union County.
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Team UCEDC
Board of Directors
Mark Davidson ~ President
Jim Mollerstrom ~Vice President
Jeff Crews ~ Secretary
Mike Poe ~ Treasurer & Finance Chair
Dale Case ~ Past President & Property Chair
Robert Strope ~ Comm. & Marketing Chair
Steve Anderson ~ Membership Chair
Russell Lester • Carrie Brogoitti
John Bozarth • Tim Seydel • Greg Barreto

Staff
Dan Stark ~ Executive Director
Mandi Case ~ Administrative Assistant

Members

Director’s Update

Where are the new businesses?
For the public, there is only one benchmark to measure the success of local
investment in economic development and that is expansion of existing
businesses and the successful attraction of new businesses to the county, and
with both, new family-wage jobs.
What is often overlooked, and not appreciated by many, is the investment of
dollars and volunteer time required to create a local community that is
attractive to business investment, competitive with other cities, counties, and
port districts, and is ready to capitalize on opportunities as they arise, i.e.,
community readiness.
Union County’s community readiness for economic development is definitely
improving every year. Here are a few of the current UCEDC activities
directed at improving our community readiness:
!

In 2009, UCEDC coordinated the community’s development of the
Economic Development Strategic Plan. This Plan provides a blueprint
for local stakeholders in initiation of new programs and projects. This
plan is due for a review and revision during 2014.

!

Two years ago, UCEDC conducted an interview program that reached 48
businesses in Union County. The information gained provided a
snapshot view of the local economy, and also business expectations for
the future. Another round of visits will be conducted in fall 2014. The
information gathered every three to four years will aid the community in
addressing immediate issues and provide us with timeline trends and
changes, good and bad, which can inform our investment of economic
development resources. The results of the 2011/12 interviews can be
found on the UCEDC website, or call us to receive a printed report.

!

Business recruitment is the most time and dollar intensive activity of
economic development. On one front, UCEDC is working with Boise
Cascade to market to industries that utilize particleboard in their
Continued on page 4

Boise Wood Products, Inc.
Pendleton Grain Growers, Inc.
Grande Ronde Hospital
Rogers Asphalt Paving, Inc.
Seydel, Lewis, Poe, Moeller & Gunderson
Valley Realty
W C Construction
A & B Enterprises
Wheatland Insurance Center
Avista Corporation
Banner Bank
Steve Anderson (Anderson Consulting)
Eastern Oregon University
Carrie Brogoitti
Oregon Trail Electric Co-op
David Baum (Baum, Smith, & Eyre)
U.S. Bank
Howard Butts (Bearco LLC)
Dale Case (Sandridge Agriprises)
Action Plumbing
Bill Hermann (Hermann Financial)
Anderson-Perry & Associates
Curt Howell (Oregon Trail Seeds)
Bagett, Griffith & Blackman, Inc.
Steve Joseph (Joseph & Ricker LLC)
Barreto Manufacturing Co.
Dr. Stephen McLean
Bowman Trucking
Sandra Patterson (City of Union)
Bob Brooks Painting
Joe Petrusek, M.D.
Brogoitti Construction
Teri Simonis (Training & Employment
Consortium)
Community Bank
Ed Staub (Ed Staub & Sons)
Davidson Automotive Machine
Jamie Tibbs (Eagle Cap Steel & Supply)
Eagle Carriage & Machine, Inc.
Bill Whittemore (Wallowa Lake Tramway)
Eastern Oregon Net, Inc.
Eastern Oregon Title, Inc.
Fashion Floors/Carpet One
John J. Howard & Associates
Mountain West Moving & Storage
Sterling Savings Bank
UCEDC Today is developed and produced by the Membership
Committee: Steve Anderson, Carrie Brogoitti, Jeff Crews, Jim
Mollerstrom, Tim Seydel, Dan Stark and Mandi Case

3

Issue #13

January 2014

www.ucedc.org

Union County Economic Development Corporation

Continued from page 3

production and encourage these companies to
consider locating in Union County and take
advantage of low to no transport cost of bringing that
resource to their plant. Promoting this partnership,
UCEDC attended with Boise Cascade representatives
the International Woodworkers Fair trade shows in
Atlanta (2012) and Las Vegas (2013) to market this
opportunity directly to a wide range of businesses.

!

The ability of Union County to support industrial
growth is dependent upon a supply of readily
developable properties of diverse sizes zoned for
industrial and manufacturing activities. UCEDC’s
financial contribution recently made it possible to get
the remaining Baum property back into the ownership
of the County. With the resources available to Union
County, that 60 acre undeveloped parcel will be
improved with utilities, roads, and rail access, and
marketed to support a number of future
manufacturing businesses.

Board Member Profile
Like several of our
UCEDC board
members, Tim Seydel
has been active with
the Corporation for
many years. He has
served as
secretary/treasurer,
vice president and
president, and is currently a volunteer board member
involved with the membership committee.
Tim is the vice president for Admissions and
Advancement at Eastern Oregon University and executive
director of the EOU Foundation. A 25-year veteran of
higher education work at both public and private colleges,
he has a broad base of experience in student recruitment,
advancement, marketing, fundraising and government
affairs. He is a busy member of the local community as
well, serving as vice president of the La Grande Rotary
Club and member of the Blue Mountain Conference
Center board. He often assists with other ad-hoc
community projects.
Tim is married with three children. His hobbies include
community service, long-distance running, and skiing with
family and friends. He is a graduate of La Grande High
School and EOU.

About UCEDC

This past year saw an increased interest in development
opportunities in the County. We expect 2014 will see
positive results from our investment in community
readiness – expanded and new businesses and new jobs.

UCEDC Today! is being sent to you as a supporting
member of the Union County Economic Development
Corporation. Your continued loyalty in helping us
improve the local economy is very important

Visit our website at www.ucedc.org to learn more about
us or, better yet, stop by the UCEDC office and share
your ideas for supporting and growing the economy here
in Union County.

UCEDC is a Public/Private Partnership – Our specific
purpose is helping existing businesses of all kinds grow,
and attracting outside businesses to Union County.
Our Organizations Primary Goal is Job Retention and
Creation – Our method is through the planning and
development of light and heavy industrial sites
countywide, and attracting new and existing growing
businesses to these sites

102 Depot Street
P.O. Box 1208
La Grande, OR 97850

Phone: (541) 963-0926
Toll Free: 1-800-806-7278
Fax: (541) 963-0689

UCEDC manages and markets its own and other
"shovel ready” industrial sites – In partnership with the
City of La Grande and Union County, we help develop
and market industrial sites and also work with businesses
to help them find funding for any building project or
needed site work.

